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Commissioner for Patents 
Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In response to the Office Communication dated June 30, 2004, Applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner to consider the following remarks. 

The Office Communication requested that the Applicant review the contents of 
the specification and drawings and assign a sequence identifier for every disclosed unbranched 
nucleotide sequence of 1 0 nucleotides or greater. The Examiner alleges that the Applicant 
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provided only an amendment to the specification directing entry of the SEQ ID NO's which 
correspond to Figure 15. Furthermore, the Examiner alleges that the detailed description of 
Figures 3-4, 7, 12, 22, 23, 31, 32, 35, 36, 37 and 42-43 does not recite the corresponding 
sequence identifiers associated with nucleotide sequences disclosed in the figures. Therefore, the 
Examiner alleges that the reply filed on April 13, 2004 was not fully responsive. Applicants 

respectfully disagree. 

Applicants submit that the insertion of sequence identifiers into the specification 
can be found in the substitute specification, submitted in a clean and marked-up form on 
December 21, 2001. Copies of the substitute specification, in a clean and marked-up form, are 
enclosed herewith. Also attached, as Exhibit 1, is a copy of the return receipt postcard, which is 
stamped December 27, 2001 and lists the submitted specification (in clean and marked forms). 
Therefore, Applicants believed that the amendments to the specification, directed to recitation of 
sequence identifiers, had been entered and made of record. In further support of the Applicant's 
belief, the response filed on April 9, 2004 utilizes the paragraph numbering scheme introduced in 
the substitute specification filed December 21, 2001. 

A call was made to Examiner Epps-Ford on October 27, 2004 regarding the 
submission of the substitute specification. She informed Dana Lau that there was no record of 
the substitute specification and suggested that we submit the copies of the substitute specification 
as a response to the Office Communication. 
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Applicants also respectfully request a waiver of the extension of time, since the 
prior response filed April 9, 2004 was fully responsive. In the event that the waiver is not 
granted, Applicants request a three month extension of time and authorizes the Commissioner to 
charge the fee as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(a)(3) to Deposit Account 02-4377. Applicants do 
not believe that any additional fee is required in connection with the present submission. 
However, should any fee be required, or if any overpayment has been made, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any fees, or credit or any overpayments made, to Deposit Account 
02-4377. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted^ / // „ 

Rochelle K. Seide / 
PTO Registration No. 32,300 
Attorney for Applicants 

Dana Lau 

PTO Registration No. 55,361 
Agent for Applicants 
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